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Abstract
This study examined the effect of school principals’ decision-making styles on
teacher self-efficacy in private international schools in Malaysia. A quantitative
cross-sectional design was employed. Four hundred electronic invitations were
distributed using proportionate stratified random sampling across the selected

Klang Valley locations. A total of 227 complete responses were obtained, and
five multivariate outliers were removed, resulting in a final analytical sample of
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Keywords: 222 teachers. Principals’ decision-making styles were operationalized through
Decision-Making Styles; | four dimensions—directive, analytical, conceptual, and behavioral—while
Teachers’ Self-Efficacy, = teacher self-efficacy was measured using a 20-item instrument in its initial
School Leadership; = operational form. The direct structural path was tested using SmartPLS 4 with
Private  International | 5,000 bootstrap resamples. The findings showed a positive and statistically

Schools; Malaysia; | significant effect of principals’ decision-making styles on teacher self-efficacy
Partial Least Squares (B =.199, p <.001), supporting the study hypothesis. The result suggests that
Structural Equation = decision practices characterized by information analysis, evaluation of
Modeling (PLS-SEM). alternatives, clarity, and consultation are positively associated with teachers’

confidence in their professional capabilities. The study highlights the relevance
of decision-making competence in school leadership while noting that the cross-
sectional design supports predictive association rather than definitive temporal
causality.
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